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Alternative versions of this paintings title were "Stranger", "Something Wrong", "Family Feast". 
Where, if not in the family circle, with the people with whom we spend the most time, a person should 
feel at ease? But still, a piercing feeling of one's own alienness sometimes manifests itself. This 
feeling frightened me for a long time, I tried to move away from it, because its presence seemed to me 
disrespectful to those who are close to me. As if it's hypocritical, to be close, but not so close and 
sincere as to feel kinship.


The purpose of creating this painting was to formulate the presence of this sensation, to come to 
terms with its presence, and, perhaps, to look at it from the outside. To free myself from the 
oppressive feeling of self-deception, when trying to ignore my differences from others, even those 
closest to me. This task became especially relevant during quarantine, when we were all locked at 
home, in a narrow family circle, when everyone felt the loneliness most acutely, despite the constant 
presence of household members nearby.


That is why the family gathering was chosen as the plot for the painting. A moment of common 
unity, family feast, happiness of every participant. In contrast to this general mood, one's own sense 
of loneliness and otherness comes through most clearly.


This painting was created for almost a year and became a kind of therapeutic project for me. 
Returning to it again and again, solving complex technical problems, formulating my feelings, I took a 
fresh look at the meaning of painting for me, at the role of art in my perception of the world around 
me. Also, this painting became a space for experimentation - in addition to oil paints, I used mixed 
media here, adding materials sometimes unexpected for me to the work. So, the underpainting for 
this composition was done in watercolour, some small elements and lines were drawn with markers, 
and the glow effect was achieved thanks to thin layers of acrylic.


This project was very important for me, not only personally, but also in terms of reaching new 
heights for me as an artist. The size of the canvas, the thoughtfulness of the composition, the 
complexity and variability of the techniques used - all this opened up new possibilities for me, which I 
will certainly use in my art.
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