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Expressing my personal position, the painting depicts suffering, death, past days of war, evil, love, 
humanity, and inhumanity. Using mixed media, it represents the uncertainty and anxiety of this time. 


The aim of this work is to reflect my personal opinion of the brutal warfare happening in Ukraine. To take 
a stand and protest against this type of human rights violations, and at the same time to criticise and 
question the system in which we live in. As a result of this war, the conceptual practices of the 20th 
century have been re-activated, and we should rethink the collective memory and heritage. Following the 
theme, I chose to depict chaos, anxiety, and a sense of entrapment with various symbols and details. 


The aim of this work is to reflect the my personal opinion of the brutal warfare happening in Ukraine. To 
take a stand and protest against this type of human rights violations, and at the same time to criticise 
and question the system in which we live in. As a result of this war, the conceptual practices of the 20th 
century have been re-activated, and we should rethink our collective memory and heritage.

From a practical and artistic point of view I had an intention to execute an aesthetically and 
compositionally arranged painting and create a unified narration with different elements and contrasts 
and symbols to show the feeling of chaos, anxiety, and a sense of entrapment and uncertainty 
of this time.


Both world wars, especially the second, and the Soviet occupation are the basis of our social memory. 
Stories from time of the socialist republics are part of our heritage. I as well as younger generations am 
lucky to be born in an independent country, but Eastern Europe still suffers from the consequences of 
the war. It is a trauma that becomes a memory which comes back when, just a few thousand kilometers 
away, we look with concern at what is happening in Kharkiv, Mariupol or Bucha. It has reawakened the 
collective pain and legacy with which we, Latvians, and other nations that have suffered from the 
aggression, repression, torture and persecution have also lived in. It is the crime against humanity that 
has resuscitated the theme of the horrors of war and its relevance in art today. 


Depicting two silhouettes, the painting is deliberately based on a frontal composition with a flat shape 
and shallow depth. Disregarding the laws of perspective, the painting splits into two parts, and into two 
different moods and representations.


http://elizabeteerdmane.com


Last 4 years I've been studying Art, History and Painting at Art Academy of Latvia. During my studies, I 
have been looking for the form and voice I want to express my point of view of this world. My studies 
and a final thesis research gave me a really big impact in my artistic development and gave me 
confidence of what kind of artist I want to become. 

As my mother is Lithuanian and father is Latvian, I have been raised in a really patriotic environment, and 
I carry the rich and often painful collective memory of the Baltic history. I think it is important to know 
your roots and heritage to understand present day. 


I found myself confident in expressing my personal position, as I like to recall the connection and close 
interaction between national, political decisions and their impact on art and its consequences on culture, 
as well as the positions and role of the artist in society today. I believe that art can address certain 
political and social issues or interpret different social structures. For example, it can reveal different 
proportions of power in society by offering an alternative understanding of certain events. Said it all, i 
wanted to highlight the importance of concept in my personal expression and what I found really 
important in art.

Also I want to mention the importance of the time I spent in Rome (Accademia di Belle Arti di Roma) 
Within EU4ART short mobility program. It was an opportunity to create a historically artistic dialogue 
between students, artists, professors and in-depth artistic positions in both the past and the present. To 
study at what point in art the trend of contemporary art emerges in order to bring up social, political and 
moral issues that have been silenced for too long.


Although I have always been very motivated to achieve my professional goals and have had a lot of 
challenges and huge work with myself, the most important reason why I am so passionate and 
expressive in arts is natural, creative impulse of inspiration, some kind of natural drive that keeps me 
going, that sends a thrill down the spine and gets engraved in the memory. Expressing myself in art 
gives me feeling when I know I am in the right place, and that is the only way of living.



