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One of the key inspirations for this body of work is a book I read recently called “Talking to strangers” 

by Malcom Gladwelll, particularly the following paragraph.  

“.. we think we can easily see into the hearts of others based on the flimsiest of clues. We jump at a 

chance to judge strangers. We would never do that to our-selves, of course. We are nuanced and 

complex and enigmatic. If I can con- vince you of one thing in this book, let it be this: Strangers are not 

easy.”  

So who or what is a stranger? Is it a single figure standing in empty convenience store in Tokyo, a 

vague silhouette appearing from nowhere, an old friend that you no longer connect with? Strangers 

can be unsettling and easy to dismiss; their words, actions or intentions are frequently “lost in 

translation”.  

Each painting features an anonymous figure, an unknown silhouette, which appears to be part and yet 

alien of their surroundings, offering lonelieness and tranquility in a self-sufficient way. It’s when you 

never fully integrate in places you have lived but also never fully understood when you return, always a 

stranger in your own home  

http://www.arnoldsandersons.com


Arnolds Andersons (born in Riga, Latvia) at the moment lives and works in London, England. He 

graduated with BA(hons) from Kingston University in 2014, and has since had three succesful solo 

exhibitions in the UK and USA. Most recently his work was featured in an exhibition at Christie’s auction 

house, London.  

Andersons is intrigued by perspectives on the human condition. His paintings are mostly figurative 

scenes that have a glimpse of brutal reality of mortal existance. Painting subjects that reflect a modern 

decadent lifestyle where the underlying reality differs to the surface.  
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