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We live in a world where everyone’s gaze, prejudice, and knowledge is framed by culture, 
language, race, gender and many other aspects. We see not only what is shown to us, but also what we 
have learned to see. Fieldwork in anthropology consists not only of observing, but also of participating 
in the activities that are being carried out by the people you are interested in. It emphasizes the 
importance of lived experience, where one’s own body is put into the field for a better understanding 
and the credibility of one’s observations.  Eventhough the research is co-produced together with other 
individuals involved, it is the ethnographer who has the authority to select the information, language, 
audience and style in which to present the outcome. As an artist, I put myself in the field to observe the 
city when the darkness outside renders me invisible to observe people in their everyday settings, 
carying out their everyday activities. My presence as an observer is not acknowledged; I am unable to 
participate in other people’s lives, ask questions or get closer to the truth. I am left with what is shown 
through the frame and the interpretation that comes from the different aspects of my own identity. 

This painting reflects the interest in observing spaces used and inhabited by humans. The light 
in the window attracts my gaze like a moth. The surrounding darkness brings suspicion and thrill. The 
inhabited spaces hold a large amount of data that is inaccessible or subject to interpretation. The 
human presence is perceptible, although there are no direct signs of anyone being there. I have used 
my authority to paint what I consider important, frame, cut and select as I wish. The painting is a silent 
contemplation of what I saw. It comes from a certain place and time, but through painting and myself it 
has become universal and abstract. It is passed to the viewer with a level of ambiguity that can bring 
curiosity and frustration of the hidden information. 



Biography 

Anna Paberza is an artist from Latvia. She graduated from the Art Academy of Latvia in 2018 
and is currently studying Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociologyat Leiden University (NL). 
Her art has been exhibited in England, Latvia, Lithuania and online. It is largely influenced by everyday 
experiences and immediate surroundings which, together with the many aspects of her own identity, 
create a web of meanings. Anna’s work is characterized by mundaness and unpretentiousness. It is a 
contemplation about her role as an observer, participant and artist.  


